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urs may be the greatest
period of history in which
to live for Jesus Christ.
Thanks to the sacrificial
ministries of many of God's people,
more copies of the Bible are in
circulation today than ever before.
Tens of millions of people formerly
isolated from Christian witness by
oppressive governments are now
exposed to the message of the
Gospel through vibrant local
churches, radio, television, videos,
the Internet, and numerous other
means. Churches in Third World
and Pacific Rim nations report
people coming to faith in Christ at
staggering rates.
To say that this is a great time in
history is not to say that we have no
challenges.
The challenges to biblical
Christianity are everywhere. Our
culture finds ways to reward those
who flaunt immorality, believing that
character issues, if relevant at all,
pertain only to humanistic motives
and economic outcomes. Spirituality
can take the form of any religious or
non-religious expression, save that
of a Bible-based faith, and be
welcomed. Tolerance has become
the highest moral value, except
tolerance for Bible believers who are
singled out and denounced for taking
the Word of the living God seriously.
Sadly, the growing church
seems to have a diminishing impact
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on the thinking and the morality of
our culture.
One reason for this loss of
influence is a growing
accommodation to the thinking of
our age. Dr. James Sellers' article in
this TORCH issue shows how easy it
is to compartmentalize our thinking
to accommodate non-biblical thought
and end up denying the faith as it is
revealed in God's Word.

Sadly, the growing
church seems to
have adiminishing
impact on the
thinking and the
morality of our
culture.
Another reason for this loss of
influence is a lack of personal
commitment. Dr. Paul Dixon,
president of Cedarville College,
spoke to the seduction of
convenience in a recent chapel
service on campus, and his
challenging message is also included
in this TORCH.

Among the images the New
Testament uses to describe Christians'
influence in a fallen world are "the
salt of the earth," "the light of the
world," and "a city set on a hill"
(Matthew 5:13-14). The desperate
depravity of our culture creates
unparalleled opportunities for
witnessing. But to the extent that the
thinking and lifestyle patterns of
Christians are distorted to
accommodate the culture's dictates,
the salt loses its flavor, the light dims,
and spiritual standards crumble.
In reality, God is, and He has
spoken. He has spoken in both the
written and the Incarnate Word. Since
what He has said is absolutely true for
time and eternity, Christianity is not
open to redefinition.
At Cedarville College, our
mission is "to offer an education
consistent with biblical truth." Our
commitment to the Bible as God's
inerrant, infallible Word is nonnegotiable. We affirm that God's
Word pertains to all of life, and we
seek to integrate its truth into every
aspect of our walk, including
academic disciplines.
As you read of Cedarville's
exciting advancement plans in this
TORCH issue, be assured that
our goal is to position the College
to prepare even more students to
make an impact on their world for
Jesus Christ.

Positively Impacting
Our Culture
by Dr. Martin Clark
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Convenient Christianity
by Dr. Paul Dixon
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Making a Difference in
Contemporary Culture
by Dr. James Sellers
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COMFORT
ZONE

One of the great problems facing the modern-day
church is "Convenient Christianity." Because of our
loss of foous on objective truth, there is a tendency for
believers to seek the easy way- to walk the path of
least resistance. 'Phis kind of plague on God's people is
not unique to the 20th century, however. The Jewish
people suffered nhe same type of plague at a strategic
point in their history.
I Ki ngs 12 offers the story of King Rehoboam.
Th.is was Solomon's son, but he certainly did not have
his fa ther's wisdom. Because he failed to listen to his
counselors, he caused a split within Judaism. Only
two tribes, Benjamin and Judah, remained with
Rehoboam. Ten tribes, which became known as Israel,
split off with Jeroboam as their new leader.
At this point, Jeroboam attempted to solidify his
throne by mollifying his subjects: beginning in verse
25, we read, "Then Jeroboam built Shechem in
Mount Ephraim and dwelt therein; and went out
from thence, and built Penuel. And Jeroboam said in
his heart, 'Now shall the kingdom return to the house
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of David: If this people go up to do sacrifice in the
house of the Lord, then shall the heart of this people
turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king
of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to
Rehoboam king of Judah.' Whereupon the king took
counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto
them, 'It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem:
behold thy gods, 0 Israel, which brought thee up out
of the land of Egypt.' And he set the one in Bethel
and the other put he in Dan. And this thing became a
sin: for the people went to worship before the one,
even unto Dan. And he made a house of high places,
and made priests of the lowest of the people which
were not of the sons of Levi."
This is an important piece ofJewish history; it
marks one of those turning points when the Jews
forsook their God and looked to convenience rather
than consecration. You might ask yourself, where were
the priests when this was going on? Where were the
committed believers of Jeroboam's day? Those are
good questions .

i

I experienced another part and
piece of Jewish history not long
ago. When in Washington, I
visited the Holocaust Museum. It
is almost beyond comprehension
that Adolf Hider could get a
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Another gallery in the museum
asks a similar question: Where was
America? This gallery recounts the
story of American isolationism of
that day. Though word was filtering
back about what Hider and the
Nazis were doing to the Jews,
Americans paid little attention.
Where was America? Where
was the church? Where were the
believers? Where were those who
knew the name of the Lord and
knew about the Holocaust; where
was the Christianity in America?

Deportation of Jews from Banal
region of Yugoslavia, 1941.
Credit: Muzej Revolucije
Narodnosti Jugoslavije, courtesy
of USHMM Photo Archives
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nation to support him in
murdering six million
Jews. Entire walls at the
museum are covered
with photographs of people who
died in the Holocaust. What grips
me about the people involved is
that they were people like we are,
and they were doing the things
that we do: going to school, going
to work, plying their trades,
working their professions, going
about their normal lives and their
normal days. Then, there came this
dramatic intrusion into their
culture.
As I walked through the
Holocaust Museum, these
questions gripped me: Where was
the German church? Where were
the German believers? Where were
the German Christians? Where
were those who knew the Lordnot those who just used his name
and called themselves Christians,
but those who knew the Lordwhere were they during the
Holocaust? Granted, there were a
few who sounded the alarm and
paid a heavy price, but generally
speaking, the German church was
silent.

That same thing happened to the
church in Germany in the 1930s.
And I fear it is what we have
happening in our nation today.
The text in I Kings is plain
about two matters: it both gives us
the origin and shows the evidences
of this type of religious system.
The origin is outlined in
I Kings 12:26, which reads,
"Jeroboam said in his heart .... "
This system started in the heart of
a man, the heart of a leader. Verse
28 reads, "Whereupon the king
took counsel.. .. " Do you know
with whom he took counsel? He
talked to no one other than
himself. Verse 33 makes it clear he
took counsel only with his own
heart. "So he offered upon the
altar... even in the month which he
had devised of his own heart."
This thing started in the heart
of a man and it rapidly spread
through the people because they
(continued on page 10)

Now, here's the
frightening question.
Can we ask much
the same question
today?
I see many
similarities between
the Jews in I Kings
12, with what
occurred in the
Christian world in
the middle of this
century, and with
what is happening in
America today. In I
Kings 12, the Jews
had created a
religious system that
meant absolutely
nothing when it
came to carrying out
the Word of God. It
was ineffective in
terms of fostering
obedience to the
living God and had
no impact on their
world for their God.
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Asserting the claims of Christianity in lieu of
accommodating ourselves to the culture around us
By DR. JAMES SELLERS
few years ago I was invited
to speak to a group of
mathematics students at a
nearby university. I was
treated to dinner beforehand
and met some of the
students and faculty. When
dinner ended, we left the
restaurant to drive to the campus.
At this time, one of the female
students volunteered to drive with
me to the campus so I would not
get lost. I thanked her and my
faculty host for this gracious offer,
but politely asked if a male student
could accompany me instead. I
explained that I have a policy that I
do not drive in my car alone with a
woman whenever possible.
I believe this honors my wife and
also avoids the "appearance of
evil." My host looked shocked for a
moment, and then one of the male
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students volunteered to go with
me. I gave my talk, enjoyed the
evening with the group, and went
home. Little did I know what I had
started.
One year later I was again
invited to speak at the same
university. After my talk, my host
walked me to my car. She told me
of her surprise a year earlier
regarding my policy on women in
the car and shared how refreshing
it was for someone to have such a
policy and to stand by it. This
opened the door for me to share
my relationship with Jesus Christ
and to discuss issues of lifestyle as a
Christian. I pray that my example,
while often flawed, will make an
eternal difference in this person's
life. This incident helped make one
thing clear for me: the world is
looking for something different.
The thesis of this article is
simple: we must strive to show the

world a difference. We must make
assertions about our faith rather than
accommodations to the
contemporary culture. Robert L.
Wilken makes this point in an
interview in a recent issue of
Christian History. In discussing the
similarities and common challenges
of the ancient and modern churches,
the following question is posed:
Did the (early) church strive to be
"user-friendly"? Wilken's response is
quite interesting: Not at all- in fact,
just the opposite. The early church
made assertions about its faith, yet
the Roman world was clearly affected
on a large scale! This is in direct
contrast to the present day, when the
mood seems to be one of
accommodation and
compartmentalization.
The church is not alone in this .
Our whole culture seems willing to
accommodate and compartmentalize.
Accommodation, or attempts to

allow any view to be heard,
justified, acknowledged, or
accepted, occur in various arenas of
life. On moral grounds, alternative
lifestyles are accepted and even
lauded by many.
Our contemporary culture can
be described in various ways,
including postmodern, relativistic,
and secularized. In this culture,
truth is no longer based on
absolutes, whether they be biblical
or not. Truth is individualized and
deeply personal. Francis Schaeffer,
in his book The Great Evangelical
Disaster, noted, "It is impossible to
turn on the TV or read the
newspaper or leaf through a
popular magazine without being
bombarded with the philosophy of
moral relativism, subjective
experience, and the denial of
objective truth."
Compartmentalization is also
prevalent in our society. Many

desire a demarcation between the
sacred and secular aspects of life.
Moreover, moral or ethical issues
are viewed as less important than
economic and traditionally
political ones. A strong sense of
fragmented thinking arises, in
which it can be difficult to find or
understand a central, fundamental
ethical system.
The following are a few
instances of such a mindset:
• Members of the public sector,
especially governmental
officials, are praised for their
economic policies, even though
they are living suspect private
lives. Ultimately, they are
viewed as effective leaders and
"good people" by many despite
the inability to restrain their
moral failings. Shockingly, Ann
Richards, former governor of
Texas, stated recently on "Larry
King Live" that the private lives

of governmental officials should
have no bearing on our
evaluation of these people.
• Sports figures are lauded for
excellent play on the field or
court, despite lifestyles that are
at least offensive and perhaps
even criminal. Even so, many
sports fans view these men and
women in a positive light.
• John Fischer, in his book What
in the World are We Doing?,
relates the following story of a
swimsuit model on a recent
video. "The narrator
commented that this model was
a deeply religious girl who reads
her Bible and prays every day. A
clip was then inserted where she
shared a brief insight from her
latest Bible study. And then,
suddenly, she was laying her
Bible down and posing on the
beach as the photographer
snapped away and the video
camera zoomed in on her
ent1c1ng moves."
Compartmentalization in her
thinking permitted this young
lady to claim religious principles
while behaving in a sexually
provocative manner.
Our culture's willingness to
accommodate and
compartmentalize has infected the
church. Schaeffer used very strong
language concerning this mindset:
"Here is the great evangelical
disaster-the failure of the
evangelical world to stand for truth
as truth. There is only one word
for this- accommodation: the
evangelical church has
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accommodated to the world spirit
of the age."
We are not showing the world
enough of a difference as men and
women of Christ today. Especially
troubling is a new era of
accommodation and
compartmentalization appearing
among evangelicals, especially in
regard to media. It is a move
towards "finding God" or
"experiencing God" in
contemporary forms of
entertainment. A recent article
written by Christine Wicker of
Knight-Ridder Tribune points to
this trend. The article is entitled
"Some turn to silver screen for
spiritual lessons" and is subtitled
"Even R-rated films may carry
some redeeming messages."
Wicker writes of one
accommodation advocate, " ... in
L.A. Confidential she had to look
past profanity, sex, and violence for
a glimpse of the Almighty. But she
did find it- in the unconditional
love of a prostitute played by Kim
Basinger." Two thoughts come to
mind at this point. First, we
already know of the unconditional
love of Almighty God from His
Word and probably do not gain
more of an insight from a
prostitute played by Kim Basinger.
Second, numerous passages of
Scripture exhort the believer to a
life of purity, calling for us to avoid
pervers10n.
Why must anyone turn to the
silver screen for spiritual lessons? Is
there not the excellent source, the
best source, for spiritual lessons?
Of course there is-the Holy
Bible, the Scriptures.
Later in the article, Wicker
writes, "Christians who love
movies despite- and sometimes
because of- the films' often
'ungodly' themes base their defense
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of Hollywood's art partly on the
idea that God can be found in
every situation." This is simply
accommodation to today's
secularized culture,
compartmentalizing the seedy side
of these films from the spiritual
overtones.

The root of

the problem
here is a
lack of
belief in the
Word of
God, its
•
1tnportance,
and, in
some cases,
•
Its
•
in errancy.
Admittedly, we must be in the
world, but not of it. We must, as
believers in absolute truth, find
ways to be involved with the
world. However, any level of
activity with the world which
accommodates the culture rather
than asserts the claims of Christ
must be judged unacceptable.
The root of the problem here is
a lack of belief in the Word of

God, its importance, and, in some
cases, its inerrancy. If we truly
believe what the Bible says, and
know it as the Truth, then we will
live by it. However, God's Word
has lost its rightful place in the
church today.
A personal story comes to
mind. While a graduate student at
Penn State, I worked as a volunteer
announcer for the local Christian
radio station. I co-hosted a show
on Saturday nights with a
Christian friend. (The show,
coincidentally, was called
The Difference.) After airing a song
with a particularly strong message,
we opened our microphones to
converse before starting the next
set of songs. My co-host said
something like the following: "You
know, James, there are times when
songs like that speak to me even
more than Scripture." The next
morning at church a dear friend of
mine approached me in the foyer. I
could tell he was agitated when we
met. He vigorously defended the
place of Scripture in the life of the
believer, and I energetically agreed.
The truth is, if anything moves me
toward God more than His Word,
something is surely wrong with
me. It was nice to know someone
was listening to the show and
thinking about what had been said!
Certainly, there are those in the
body of Christ taking a stand for
truth. In a recent issue of World,
the cover read "The Disunited
Methodist Church?" . Because
many in the denomination
continue to endorse homosexual
unions and lifestyle, some
Methodists are choosing to leave
the UMC. The article highlighted
one such congregation, Kingsburg
United Methodist Church in
California. Early this summer, the
church voted unanimously to leave
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CEDARVILLE
COLLEGE
ADDING VALUE FOR TODAY'S
STUDENTS ••• AND TOMORROW'S

ofa Cedarville College
Educati.on

C

edarville' s strategic
advancements have resulted

in a distinctive spiritual vitality,
compelling academic programs,
and exceptional facilities, all of
which have added significant

Superior facilities
for supporting
students, as well as
meeting social and
community needs.

value to our students'
experiences. Christian students
from across Ameriq are
increasingly making Cedarville
their college of first choice.
Strategic initiatives already
underway or in planning will
add even more value for
Cedarville students in the next
five years.

Affordable costs, scholarship
opportunities, and campus
development to prepare for
future generations ofstudents.

QUALITY OF LIFE issues pervade

every campus. How those issues
are addressed is what sets
Cedarville College apart from
the crowd. We believe ensuring
our students are housed, fed, and
otherwise properly supported is
one of our primary
responsibilities.

Leveraging technology,
enlarged academic programs,
and increased outreach via
graduate program and
distance learning.

That's why the College has
undertaken numerous facility
projects in the recent past.
It's also the reason for a
number of initiatives we will be
pursuing over the next five years.

For example, we plan to

and increasing development

the strategic use of distance

complete new residence halls in

activities. The College continues

education to complement the

time for the beginning of the

to acquire and develop

College's curriculum and to

1999-2000 academic year.

properties adjacent to the

expand our potential outreach

current campus to assure

for the cause of Christ.

We are also projecting the

~
~

completion of the new Student

adequate growth opportunities

Life Center for the fall of 2000.

for the students of the

advancements is the same as the

This facility will feature a new

21st century.

key to Cedarville' s past

cafeteria, a snack shop, and

The key to these future

development: God and God's

space for other activities geared

STRENGTHENING ACADEMIC

people. We eagerly and gratefully

toward student involvement and

PERFORMANCE is an aspiration

acknowledge God's leadership in

student services organizations.

common to every college. The

setting the College's direction

It will also house a state-of-the-

Cedarville difference is our

and His provision in moving the

commitment to expending the

College ahead. We are also

will support the College's

resources necessary to make it

grateful for those who pray for

well-respected drama program

happen. The renovation of the

Cedarville' s ministries, who

and provide new and enhanced

former chapel into the Technology

encourage their own children

outreach avenues. Much like

Resource Center, complete with

and others to choose Cedarville

\\

the Dixon Ministry Center has

computer labs and high-tech

for their education, and who

~

become the academic and

classrooms, is but one example.

partner with us through their

art

multi-purpose theater which

spiritual center, the Student

Already a national leader in

giving. As God enables,

Life Center will become the

campus network computing, we

achieving these strategic

social center of the campus.

plan to maintain this advantage

initiatives in the next five years

by continually upgrading the

will continue to require

to address the need for more

network. Science, engineering,

significant investments. They

fitness and recreation facilities.

nursing, and other laboratories

will add even more value to our

will likewise be kept at the

student's education, preparing

INCREASING STUDENT ACCESS

forefront of technology to

them for greater impact for

is another pervasive issue in

insure an advantage for

Christ in their generation.

higher education. Again,

Cedarville graduates.

Also being studied are means

Cedarville College is setting the

\

standard. Our costs are typically

30 percent less than other
f independent
colleges offering

We are also developing new
academic majors, including
theater, computer engineering,
computer science, and art.

programs of similar reputation.

Cedarville' s first graduate

We hope to increase this access

program is ready for launching

by bolstering scholarship funds

in 1999, and we are exploring

-
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the denomination. "We have two
separate faiths in this
denomination that cannot be held
together," declared Ed Ezaki, the
41-year-old pastor of the church.
This decision was not made
without possible negative
ramifications. The church facility
may have to be relinquished to the
UMC, which would prove to be a
large sacrifice for many of the
older members of the congregation
who helped to renovate the
building over the past several
years.
We have much to learn from
such a group. Accommodation
cannot be tolerated and loving
confrontation may need to occur.
Each of us needs to think through
our own worldview, our own
mindset. Are you thinking about

how the world perceives you? Do
you strive to be different in some
way, truly different from the
world? The biblical exhortation is
to watch for accommodation and
compartmentalization and replace
them with consistency and, when
necessary, confrontation.
We must have balance with
respect to our culture. There is no
biblical call for withdrawal from
the culture; we must be "in the
world." But there must be a
balance in order to avoid the
danger of being "of the world."
Be involved with your neighbors,
coach Little League sports, work
with local schools and charitable
organizations, but be wise as you
are "in the world."
We are all imperfect, but with
Christ's help, we can make a

Hawkins Receives
Honorary Doctorate

difference in our contemporary
culture. Let's be the salt and light
that Christ called us to be . .IJ
James
Sellers,
D
associate
r.

professor of
mathematics,
has been at
Cedarville
College since
1992. He
received his B.S. from the
University of Texas at San
Antonio and his Ph.D. from
Pennsylvania State University.
Dr. Sellers and his wife, Mary,
have been married since 1990
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Dr. and Mrs. Paul Dixon, Dr. and Mrs. Eddi'«. Hawkins
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he Cedarville College Board of Trustees conferred the
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity to Pastor Eddie
L. Hawkins at the June commencement ceremony.
Dr. Hawkins is the senior pastor of Good Shepherd Baptist
Church of Cleveland, Ohio.
Cedarville College President Dr. Paul Dixon presented the degree and said, "Eddie Hawkins is a man
greatly used by God in the ministry of His Word. Born in Studgard, Arkansas, Brother Hawkins graduated
from high school in Flint, Michigan and prepared for ministry at the Baptist School of the Bible in
Cleveland, Ohio. He founded the Good Shepherd Baptist Church of Cleveland in 1962, the year he
graduated from Bible School. He continues as the senior pastor [at the church] which has grown under his
leadership from the initial membership of 12 people to a congregation in excess of 2,000."
"Pastor Hawkins' ministry has extended far beyond the church. He has actively prepared others for
effective ministry through his church and through his teaching at the Baptist Bible Institute of Cleveland
and the Central Bible College of Cleveland. He and his congregation have started two other churches in the
Cleveland area. He is Chairman of the Board of the Cleveland Baptist Bible College, and he has served on
the Board of Trustees of Cedarville College since 1994."
"Pastor Hawkins is a man of great grace and dignity. He is also a man to whom God has entrusted a great
deal of influence, and we are grateful that he has chosen to be an advocate for Cedarville College,"
Dr. Dixon concluded.
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(continued from page 5)
had the same kind of heart.
Depravity is a terrible thing, and
we all are inflicted with the same
depraved hearts. When we ask the
question, "How could the
Holocaust happen?", the only
possible answer is the depravity of
man. When we ask, "How could
they have such a meaningless brand
of Christianity in Germany?", or
"How can we have such an
ineffective brand of Christianity in
America?", the answer is the same:
the depravity of the heart results in
almost incomprehensible evil.
The problem in Jeroboam's day,
the problem in Nazi Germany, and
the problem in America today is
with our hearts; they are "deceitful
and desperately wicked."
Convenient Christianity- this
system of religion that doesn't
change our lives or change our
world and demands no
consecration- can come in and we

10 Torch

will not even realize it. The reason
is, it begins in the depraved hearts
of individuals and spreads like a
cancer throughout the Church.
Not only does this passage tell
us the origins, it also gives us three
evidences of Convenient
Christianity. Recognizing these
evidences could help us overcome
the natural tendency toward this
problem.
The first evidence is a lack of
reality. Read verse 28 again. "The
king took counsel, and made two
calves of gold and said unto them,
'It is too much for you to go up to
Jerusalem: behold thy gods, 0
Israel, which brought thee up out
of the land of Egypt.' And he set
the one in Bethel, and the other
put he in Dan." Rehoboam makes
two golden calves. He takes one
and puts it in one part of the
kingdom and takes the other and
puts it in the other part of the

kingdom. Then, he calls the
congregation together to worship
them.
Can you visualize it? It's as if
we put one in the auditorium of
our church and the other in the
fellowship hall and said, "We are
not going to have morning services
anymore. Just go to these idols and
worship them because these are the
gods who redeemed you from your
sin and have given you heaven
instead of hell." That is exactly
what Jeroboam said: "Here are the
gods who brought you up out of
the land of Egypt."
Can you imagine the Jews
processing this? "These are the
gods who led us by the pillar of fire
by night and the cloud by day?
Who gave us the manna out of the
heavens? Who destroyed Pharaoh's
army as it pursued us?" Do you
think they believed it? Of course
they didn't! But it certainly was

~

I
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~

convenient. Those golden calves
had never done anything for the
people of God and they knew it.
And it is certainly convenient for
us to slip into a Christianity which
contains not an ounce of reality
and requires not an ounce of
consecration to it, even when we
know we are failing in our
responsibilities before God.
I am not referring to
those tough times,
those times when we
don't feel genuine;
when we don't feel
spiritual; when the
reality of our
Christian life doesn't
begin to measure up
to what it ought to
be. I am not referring
to those struggles
and that kind of
introspection. We
all encounter that.
I am referring to
something that is
deeper. I am
referring to those
who are just
playing games.
To those who go
through the
motions, just like the
people back in Jeroboam's day.
There wasn't anything to their
relationship with the living God. I
ask you ... is there any reality to
your Christianity? Has there ever
been any? Or if there was, where
has it been this past year? It's
important to ask this question
because the first evidence of a
Convenient Christianity is a lack
of reality.
The second evidence of a
Convenient Christianity is a lack
of standards. Verse 31 says,
"Jeroboam made a house of high
places, and made priests of the
lowest of the people." Remember,
God had told His people to make
priests from the highest of the
people. Jeroboam said, ''I'll make

them from the lowest." God said,
"I want them to be from the tribe
of Levi." Jeroboam took priests
from every tribe with the exception
of Levi. He changed the feast days
and he frankly took God's Book
and threw it away.
Our position on standards is
clear. The standards of behavior
that we have incorporated at

living and just lives right out on
the edge. That is not a Romans
12:1-2 kind of Christianity.
In a Convenient Christianity,
everything is acceptable. We live
just as close to the line as we can.
We try to live with the bare
minimums. Instead, we should be
willing to say, "God, I don't want
the fewest standards for my life.
You have called us to be different.

Cedarville College in our student
handbook and in our contracts for
trustees, administrators, faculty,
staff, and students are a reflection
of our institutional preferences.
There is a difference between a
biblical mandate and an
institutional preference.
Fundamentalism has been plagued
by a system of legalism where all of
an individual's walk with God has
been determined by externals and
by a list of behaviors. I pray God
will deliver us from that. That is
not what we are considering here.
But, we should be just as
concerned about a system of
Christianity that doesn't have any
standards at all; that tries to be just
like the world in every aspect of

You have called us to be a separate
people. You have called us to be a
peculiar people in the best sense of
the word." But in a Convenient
Christianity, there is no reality and
there are no standards.
The final evidence of a
Convenient Christianity is a lack
of sacrifice. Did you notice the
main motivation behind
Jeroboam's appeal and why he
was able to accomplish the
dismantling of the worship of
God? He said, "It is too much for
you to go up to Jerusalem."
He said, in essence, "You don't
want to walk that far, you don't
want to put yourself out, you don't
want to do anything extra for God,
do you?"
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There are many in
the church who put
themselves out. It is
amazing the kind of
schedules some people
keep and the things that
some do to carve out time
to meet with and to serve
God. But for many,
there is no sacrifice of
time, treasure or talent
for God.
Romans 12 demands
we be living sacrifices. A
similar passage in the
Old Testament is just as
clear. "'Nay; but I will
surely buy it of thee at
a price: neither will I
offer burnt offerings
unto the Lord my God
of that which doth cost
me nothing.' So David
bought the threshing
floor and the oxen for fifty

shekels of silver. And David built
there an altar unto the Lord, and
offered burnt offerings and peace
offerings. So the Lord was entreated
from the land, and the plague was
stayed from Israel," (2 Samuel
24:24-25).
The background to this passage
is that Araunah came to David and
said, "We want to help you worship
God. We are going to give you the
wood and we are going to give you
the sacrifice and if you want us to,
we will even light the match, we will
light the fire so you can worship
God through this offering." David
answered, "Wait a minute, no way! I
refuse to give God that which costs
me nothing."
You need to realize Christianity
cost Jesus Christ everything-His
life, His sacrificial death. He is a
risen Savior. His demand is for us to
live sacrificial lives. But, where are
the sacrifices of today's Church?

Finandal Blessings Experienced
1997-98 brought financial blessing to Cedarville as the operational need (Annual Fund)
was fully met by thousands of individuals, churches, corporations, and foundations.
Budgeted at $1.2 million last July, the Annual Fund bridges the gap between what students
pay and what it costs the College to offer its education. On June 30, the gap was not only
filled, but exceeded by $54,000. The Annual Fund need was met by over 5,000 gifts, and
the average gift to the Annual Fund was approximately $90.
Inclm:l.tng..the._Annual Fund, gifts to Cedarville totaled over $5.3 million. Many of the
gifts fulfilled commitments to capital projects like The Dixon Ministry Center. "The
financial friendship of so many tli1s year was not only important to our stuaents' eaucation,
but also in helping the College address high priorities that will influence their education
next year and in the years beyond," stated Dr. Martin Clark, vice president for development.
"We were able to invest in faculty and staff, in techno ogy and in CedarNet, in the retrofit
of the previous chapel into the Technology Resource Center, in bolstering chapel
programming, in enhancing the residence halls this summer-these are just a few of the
investments we were able to make because so many were generous and wanting to be a part
of our students' lives."
The operational need for 1998-99 also exceeds $1.2 million. "We pray that all those
who took part in this banner year will sense great satisfaction in how they touched students
and desire to do the same again this next year," Dr. Clark shared. "We are sure that God will
use many in mighty ways."
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What are those things which you
have given up in order to more
adequately serve the Living God?
If you cannot identify them, then
you are experiencing a Convenient
Christianity.
The demands of biblical
Christianity stand in contrast to
those of Convenient Christianity.
Rather than lacking reality, biblical
Christianity is founded on the
reality of God's Word, the
manifestation of His only begotten
Son, and His redemptive work on
Calvary. In contrast to a lack of
standards, biblical Christianity
demands adherence to those
fundamental behaviors which
mark the true believer. And, in
contrast to a lack of sacrifice,
biblical Christianity demands the
greatest sacrifice we can offer.. .our
"bodies as a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God .. .." Is that
the kind of Christianity you are
living today or have you settled
into the comfort zone of a
Convenient Christianity? .IJ
r. Paul Dixon
has been
president of
Cedarville College
since 1978. He
maintains an active
preaching schedule
as well as providing
leadership to the
faculty, staff and students at
Cedarville. Dr. Dixon earned his B.A.
at Tennessee Temple University, his
M.Div. at Temple Baptist Theological
Seminary, and his Ed.D. from The
University of Cincinnati . He was
granted the D.D. by Tennessee Temple
University and the LLD. by Liberty
University. He and his wife, Pat, have
been married for 38 years. Their son,
Scott, is an assistant professor of Bible
at Cedarville. Scott and his wife Sara
(Beattie) are 1984 graduates of
Cedarville College. They have blessed
Dr. and Mrs. Dixon with five
grandchildren.
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CAMPUSNEWS
Engineering Team Fares Well in
National Competition

College Hosts
Fundamental
Baptist
Fellowship
Association

In

The

June 1998 a team of Cedarville College engineering students took part in the
Supermileage competition in Marshall, Michigan. Supermileage teams design and
const:rnct cars with outstanding mileage by using lawn mower engines. Of the
32 schools that entered the competition, only 17 had cars that qualified. Cedarville
was the only team to qualify two vehicles for competition. Their car Eklektos took
fifth place with 481 miles per gallon, and the Extasis finished eleventh.

Technology
Resource Center
Nears
Completion
R enovation of the former chapel
building into the Technology Resource
Center will soon be complete. Designed
to provide Cedarville students with
access to state-of-the-art computer
technology, the Center includes two
84-seat classrooms with advanced
technology teaching stations, four
computer classrooms, the DP&L
Technology Training Center with video
conferencing capabilities, a commuter
lounge, and new faculty/staff offices.
The former chapel building was used for
offices and other activities following the
October 1996 completion of the new
Jeremiah Chapel in the Dixon Ministry
Center. The new Technology Research
Center further positions the College as a
leader in campus computer networking.
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College
hosted the
36th Annual
Conference of the
Fundamental
Baptist Fellowship
Association
July 13-17. The
conference's theme
was "Doing Today
What Will Count For Eternity." The
conference included seminars entitled
"How to Prepare a Heart for God," "Fruits
of a Heart for God," "Consequences of Not
Having a Heai1 for God," and "Maintaining
a Heart for God." Conference speakers
included Dr. Warren Mattox, pastor of
Community Baptist Church, Cleveland,
Ohio; Dr. Chris Miller, associate professor
of Bible at Cedarville College; and
Dr. David Graham, pastor of Grace Baptist
Church in Cedarville.
The FBFA is an association of
predominantly African-American
congregations. Its president is Dr. John
McNeal, pastor of Atlanta Baptist Bible
Church, Atlanta, Georgia.

New Academic
Chairs Named
C edarville College Academic Vice President Dr. Duane R. Wood has announced
new chair appointments of several academic departments. The department chairs will
report to the deans of their respective schools, who will, in turn, report to the
academic vice president. The five new chairs are:

*
*
*

*
*

Dr. Floyd Elmore, chairman of the Department of Biblical Education. Elmore
holds degrees from Cedarville College and Dallas Theological Seminary and has
been on the College faculty since 1985. Elmore replaces Dr. Jack Riggs , who was
named dean of the School of Humanities, Fine Arts, and Bible at the College.
Dr. W . Philip Bassett, chairman of the Department of Education. Bassett joined
the Cedarville faculty in 1991 and holds degrees from Plymouth State College,
Grace Theological Seminary, and Andrews University . He replaces Dr. Merlin
Ager, who assumes responsibility as dean of the School of Social Sciences and
Professional Studies.
•
Dr. Dennis Flentge, chairman of the Department of Science and Mathematics.
Flentge holds degrees from Texas Lutheran College and Texas A&M . He has
been a Research Fellow at both Texas A&M and the University of Florida, and
served as a Summer Faculty Research Fellow at nearby Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base for several years . Flentge has been on the Cedarville faculty since
1980. He replaces Dr. Daniel Wetzel, who has been named dean of the School of
Engineering, Nursing, and Science.
Edward Spencer, interim chairman of the Department of Language and Literature.
Spencer holds degrees from Ashland College, Faith Seminary, and the University
of Dayton and has done additional graduate work at Bowling Green State
University. He has been a member of the Cedarville faculty since 1962.
John McGillivray, chairman of the Department of Exercise and Sport Science.
McGillivray holds his undergraduate degree from Cedarville College and a
graduate degree from the University of Dayton. He has been on the Cedarville
faculty since 197 4 and replaces Dr. Donald Callan, recently named dean of the
School of Health and Human Performance.

In addition, Pete Reese, director of athletic facilities, has been named athletic
director. Reese assumes these duties in the stead of Dr. Donald Callan. Prior to
coming to Cedarville College, Reese was athletic director and head of the physical
plant at Los Angeles Baptist College. He is a 1960 graduate of Cedarville College.

Social Work Program Granted
Initial Accreditation

The

Council on Social Work Education has granted initial accreditation to the
Cedarville College social work baccalaureate degree program. This accreditation is
retroactive to the 1995-96 graduating class and is valid until June 2002. At that time, the
program will be reviewed for continued accreditation. Accreditation will enable students
to sit for the social work licensure exam in all 50 states and to qualify for advance
standing graduate programs. Academic Vice President Duane Wood says that
accreditation "will greatly enhance the professional job opportunities" for students.
Cynthia Sutter-Tkel, director of the social work program, and the social work faculty are
to be commended for achieving this significant milestone in the development of their
program.

BMM Candidates
Meet On Campus

This

year' s Baptist Mid-Missions Candidate
School was held on the campus of Cedarville
College, July 13-31. Candidates represented
potential mission fields ranging from the Ivory
Coast to Vietnam.

Cedarville College
P.O. Box 601
Cedarville, OH 45314
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Cedarville College

